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%fe© Is ft* eeuatry’s heat cook? 

Zmm* i 

thim is tbs eonelmstoa roeobed fey tbs nation’s outstanding food 
expert* after sixteen years of evaluating untold thousands of reel pee «ad 
tfee ©steal ©©©king in open sojapetlt Ion of sorer si teas seed set ions}, fi- 
nalists in the sanaai National cooking Contest* 

Conceived Seventeen years ego as a c onaequence of the first 
national effort to improve chickens • sad it was at this point that tee 
sol eat i fie pres sores test mads ©Mfksn the most inexpensive meat in ©or 
diet Pagan. - the Held octal Chicken Cooking Contest is an ou tgrowth of the 
fi rat Chicken of Tomorrow competition , 

Perhaps it was sis© et this moment test agricultural las dors 
recognised th® need to take e peg* fro® the book of industry end business. 
They began to mske their operations more scientific and to resort to 
modem promotional techniques* 

The non-- comae re ial contest is held every June os the Dslmarva 
Paaihaula, the friendly tri-sta to ares between tee Delaware and Chesapeake 
Bay* formed fey Delaware, the Eastern Shore of Maryland and two go unties of 
Virginia* Cl a i m i ng Delaarva as the hose of the © imsreisl broiler-fryer, 
agricultural leedera organized the non-profit Selma rve Poultry Induatry, 
Inel, whose major function is tee stsgi ng of the chicken cooking contest 
in collaboration with th® Poultry and Egg National Board , 

Hera far three days the winners of eliminations in the 
various states gather for the moment of truth. Panging in age from eight 




It© eighty, they line up, m many as 'fifty at a time, sad prepare their «m 
recipes, which ere then secretly judged by the nation** foreaoet feed 
authorities* 

And it is tree, the winners - the Hat lea’s beet cooks * ere last 
ordinary, everyday people* Most ©f them hare been hm see ires, May ta»~ 
ers* wires. Sight-club entertainers, professional people, students, basi- 
aese ex seat ires, office workers, er^fcfamers! here been adjudged "The 
Champ** » 

ty the end of the feet! rltles there usually here bees e hundred 
thoaaand people m mre observing some or all of the ©rents. This year 
the competition will be held in picturesque Easton, Maryland, ©neJune IS, 
If and SO* 'With beaches, fishing areas end numerous other recreational 
facilities abounding m the peninsula, crowds are expected to at least 
equal prerious attendance records, 

State eookoffs are now in progress, so it is not yet known how 
aany contestants will appear in the fair divisions* About 300 are ex- 
pected. While major interest and attention center s on the "Senior" or 
adult contest, traditionally some of the best cooking and most pleasing 
recipes here been by teenager* and pre-teens . 

Dishes range fra® staple, good- looking preparations to elaborate 
presentations that rival the work of the f ancient professional chafe . 

Often the simpler recipes era rated higher, for while appearance is con- 
sidered important, nothing is more important then taste. And, of course, 
the essential purpose of the contest is to ores to sad popularize new and 
delicious way* of serving chicken. 
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m achievement then winning first pises in the outdoor division in 198@, 
•Meli mad© m the " national 3 arbeeue Sing" . This year, if j survive the 
eli m inations , I’ll be in both the Senior Division aafi tbs new "Appliance 
Division", cieat ©a to provide new recipes for the handy gadgets fesMoneg 
by the electric ©1 industry. 
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Picture offortaaltieB »m almost limitless, end tl» sews Is true 
of rettpea, 

■ story can 'be illuminated with, mxmwma incident# if desired, 
original "©kiokefi. of coyest - wfeaf chicken grew te* 

best yield of meat in tit® shortest time end et latest cost . thin wma 
the beginning of a revolution in poultry agriculture » 

■fbe association which arranges and finances tie stmt is- «rt 
la American agriculture. It raises about £150,000.00 yearly to finance it, 
qaite an accomplishment for ruiel folk. In it mm. who are bitter competi- 
tors all year long forget their business rivalries and cooperate unselfishly. 

©ant Ml figure in the function is J * frank forty* a preeminent 
poultry scientist end college professor who combines a soabtly, old-fashioned 
manner with the vision and imagination ©f a ISedison Aveuue pro. He runs ike 
association. 

fbe eooking is in shifts, with contestants lined up about fifty 
at e tin®, et long rows of stoves loaned fey manufacturers and distribute?*. 
Kverything is done in the open* except for the fudging, which la in a room 
to which all access is denied, Keeipes ere identified only by numbers. 

Seeks are roped off from, the general public* Beeariptlon of various division* 
fhe fasti tel has the form of en old-fashioned country fair. It 
has beauty contests; art shows and contests; ha Ml ere ft displays; exhibi- 
tions of the newest poultry e qulpaaht eni techniques; fancy marching Mama, 
bauds* strutting majorettes; perhaps the world’s largest firemen’s parade, 
with hundreds of pieces of glittering equipment; parade of antiq.ua cere; 
the world’s largest frying pen, eooking chicken fro® early morning until 
well after dark; and* of course, many politicians. 




